Andrew Battista             ENG 230-010 	                   Introduction to Literature	Summer 2011
Final Essay Assignment – Literature, Culture, and Post-Pastoral

“This is the most extreme and long-term hope Detroit offers us:  the hope that we can reclaim what we paved over and poisoned, that nature will not punish us, that it will welcome us home—not with the landscape that was here when we arrived, perhaps, but with land that is alive, lush, and varied all the same.”

—Rebecca Solnit, “Detroit Arcadia:  Exploring the Post-American Landscape”

Texts:  Carson, “A Fable for Tomorrow” (from Silent Spring), Blake, Songs of Innocence and Experience, Thoreau, Walden,” Roth, American Pastoral, Pollan, “Supermarket Pastoral” (From The Omnivore’s Dilemma), Solnit, “Detroit Arcadia:  Exploring the Post-American Landscape,” and Back to the Future (film).

Context:   This semester we’ve followed a tripartite structure.  First, we have defined pastoral and examined the extent to which pastoral attitudes and motifs can extend across a variety of literary genres.  Then, we considered how pastoral themes may be used self-reflexively or subversively, as a method of critique or as a contest of pastoral ideals.  Finally, in the remaining weeks of our course, we’ll examine the degree to which we can assert a “post-pastoral,” a mature stance that considers pastoral’s multiple frames and creates a vision of an integrated natural world that forces humans to consider how they fit into it.  This “post-pastoral” is aware that the environmental situation we face demands that we think hard about pastoral impulses as we investigate the way humans have imagined themselves in and through the natural world.

Essay Assignment:  In the final essay assignment you are asked to explore the possibilities of a “post-pastoral.”  The goal of the project is to examine an “extra-literary” example from culture or society in which an analysis of pastoral might help us think about the stakes of existing in nature.  In this essay, you are given considerable leeway in constructing an interpretation of literary texts (at least one that we’ve read this semester, but ideally two or three) and arguing that the text helps us to think through some problem, dynamic, or situation in our contemporary culture.  The free-form articles are a great way to begin thinking about this process.  Your essay should at base suggest why and how knowledge about the literary pastoral is useful in a time of social, cultural, and environmental upheaval.

Possible Topics:  You must develop your own topic and explain how interpretations of literary texts might helpfully complicate cultural quandaries that are, at base, about how people relate to nature.  For instance, Solnit’s “Detroit Arcadia” is about suburbanization, race, automobiles, cities, rural spaces, and idealized spaces. Pollan’s “Supermarket Pastoral” is about food, agriculture, purity, pollution, and the control of nature.  Other topics are equally important.  You might consider coal—clean coal technology, mountaintop removal, mining and labor, Appalachian culture, environmental safety—or other cognate topics.  What does coal say about our economic (in the Thoreauvian sense of the word) relationship with the environment?  You might consider films that test the limits of pastoral (like Back to the Future, 2001:  A Space Odyssey, Into the Wild or many others), television programs that do the same (like Mad Men).  You might expand your focus by looking at art, photography, music, advertising (especially automobile and green advertising), or writing.  

Multi-Media Component:  In addition to writing your essay, you will have the option of earning an additional 10 percentage points to your essay by recording a podcast episode.  More details to follow.

Research:  You are encouraged to reference secondary critical sources.  In fact, successful essays almost by definition should include a mixture of popular press writing, scholarly commentary, and primary text examples from the literature we’ve read this semester.  


Fundamentals Checklist
· Plagiarism:  Have you attributed all information in your essay to appropriate sources?  Have you clearly acknowledged the source of your ideas?  Have you properly cited each source you use, including page or paragraph numbers that link your use of a quotation to its point of origin?  Be reminded that it is your responsibility to master the technique of proper citation.
· Couched sources:  Are all quotations properly couched within your own prose?
· Close reading:  Does your essay exhibit the skill of close reading?  Have you paid close attention to the text, quoting it generously, meditating on moments of ambiguity, and identifying interpretative cruxes? 
· Clearly-articulated purpose:  Does your essay map out a logic of discovery that maps the generation of your thinking about a particular topic or problem?
· High ethos:  Does your essay explain why it matters?  Is it highly interesting to a broad audience of reasonable education?
· Analysis:   Do you appear to be aware of where your essay fits in an already-existing intellectual conversation?  Are you able to identify alternate readings or interpretations and then explain why you have arrived at the perspective present in your essay?
· Conventions:  Is your essay laden with grammatical errors, usage problems, or other obstacles that will prevent your readers from fully appreciating your subject?
· Evidence:   You are required to reference in text at least three well-selected academic sources (based on the criteria we have established in class).   

Formal Requirements

· Length:  The final draft must be at least five and not more than ten full pages.  
· Spacing:  Double spaced, with default one-inch MS Word margins
· Font:  12-point Times New Roman font.  
· Citation:  Your essay must adhere to the conventions of the MLA citation format.

Timeline
· May 27:  Post a topic prospectus to the blog.  Your prospectus should be developed to the point that you include a 500-600 word sketch of your essay, an outline, a defined sense of which text(s) will be pivotal to your discussion, a preliminary list of sources.
· May 31:  Respond to at least three other essay prospectuses on the blog.
· June 6:  Final draft is due before class starts (e mailed to me). 
